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Feb 23-March 19: Nepal/
Kurdistan Ministries 

March 26: Mesa Baptist 
Church 

May 4-June 4: Rwanda 
Ministry  

Sulaymaniyah 

In His Grip
Eileen and I are experiencing an especially 

exciting time in our lives. As I write I am 
awaiting my second week of training in Nepal. 
Our first training event was in the town of 
Chandranigahapur. 
We had nearly 40 
students. Our sub-
ject was systematic 
theology, specifically, 
the doctrines of 
mankind, sin, and 
salvation. I love 
teaching theology. 
It involves helping 
students adopt a 
more biblically 
wholistic view of 
themselves and their salvation. Sometimes a 
group of students grasp the real import of a 
theological truth and they burst forth in spon-
taneous praise. This week we shared just such 

a praise session. Not only had they grasped 
the truth. The truth had grasped them! The 
class included spiritual warfare as we were 
forced to deal with a disruptive woman 

tormented by a 
demon. Ultimately 
this enabled us to 
address this topic 
with the entire 
class. Tomorrow I 
will travel to 
Hetauda for an-
other theology 
class, this time 
dealing with the 
doctrines of the 
Bible and of God 

the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. The 
Hetauda group is smaller but very dedicated. 
What will God do next week? Following the 
Hetauda class I am scheduled to teach a class 

Holy Trinity of Christianity. God the Father is the benevolent 
sovereign of the universe. Completely independent, He needs 
nothing. He fills the universe 
and transcends it in both 
space and time. Yet He is 
also intimately involved with 
every detail of our lives, 
numbering every hair on our 
heads and every teardrop 
that falls from our eyes. He 
takes joy in believers. He 
forgives our sins, credits us with righteousness, and grants us 
the unbelievable privilege of adoption as His children. We call 
Him our ‘Abba,’ and Abba has promised us a full and eternal 
inheritance. 

God the Son is our Savior, Redeemer and Lord. He gave His 
life in our place to satisfy the Father’s righteous demand for 
justice, then rose from the grave to grant us justification and 
eternal life in the family of God. He now intercedes on our 
behalf, pleading His own blood as the permanent remedy for 
our sin. Could we ask for more? 

God the Holy Spirit permanently indwells us as the guaran-
tor of our eternal inheritance and the seal of a good God’s 
ownership of our lives. He is ‘the comforter’ who counsels us, 
prompts us, restrains us, and enlightens us, enabling us to 

On the way to our training venue in Nepal last week we 
passed a house where there are two pillars permanently cast 
with over-sized cobras, glaring at one another. Between 
them, above the door, is a statue of Shiva, the Hindu god of 
death and destruction. He is blue since it is believed that his 
veins flow with venom. A third cobra adorns his neck. Beyond 
the impact on curb appeal, I have some more serious 

thoughts to share about 
this.  
   Shiva is one of three gods 
in the Hindu pantheon 
which together form a kind 
of ‘trinity,’ representing the 
three Hindu phases of 
cosmic existence. Brahma is 
the god of creation. Vishnu 
sustains creation and up-
holds its laws, while Shiva, 
as noted, is the destroyer. 
Interestingly, among these 
three, the god who 
predominates is Shiva, the 
venomous destroyer of life.  
  Let’s compare this hope-
less Hindu triad with the 

A Better Trinity 
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Your financial partnership is essential as we carry out our God given ministry. 

Please follow the instructions below or on the enclosed response card (US mail version). 
  

 “Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account... And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:17, 19) 

Please call GTN at 623-217-3867 if you need any assistance. 
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You may give online at: 

gtn.org/edmondson  

Under “Ministry Designation” select  
“Bob and Eileen Edmondson (435)” or 

“Edmondson Matching Gift (43502)” (type in 
“Matching” and that selection will appear) or 

“Books for Kurdistan (43503).”  

Support also accepted at: 

Global Training Network 
PO Box 6507 

Peoria, AZ 85385 

Please include a note indicating that your gift 
is preferenced for the Edmondsons #435 or 

“Edmondson Matching Gift #43502” 
or “Books for Kurdistan #43503”. 
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• Praise God for a “packed 
house” for our first theolo-
gy course in Nepal this trip. 

• Praise God our Queen 
Creek house is now under 
contract. 

• Praise God for the faithful-
ness of our prayer support-
ers. 

• Please pray for Eileen as 
she deals with an acceler-
ated closing on our home. 

• Please pray for our minis-
try in Nepal and Kurdistan 
now underway. 

• Please pray for the success 
of our 2023 matching fund 
drive. 
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Blessed, Overwhelmed, but Never Bored (cont’d)  

understand God’s Holy Word. His empowerment 
of our Christian efforts brings about an immortal 
difference in the lives of people.  

This is the Christian Trinity. This trinity imbues 
our lives not with fear, but with hope, comfort, joy, 
and immortal significance!  

So don’t lose heart! The God you serve is GOOD. 
He is not like Shiva. He is the God of all comfort in 
whom we can safely trust. The world changes, but 
Jehovah always remains the same. Don’t give up! 
WE ARE NOT LOSING GROUND! God is not mocked 
by rebellion and absurdity in our particular culture. 
We are not the whole world. His Gospel is still the 
power of God for salvation! Remember last year? 
The small number of students we trained managed 
to lead nearly 2000 people to Christ, just carrying 
out their class assignments. This is in no way 
unique. The gospel is reliably estimated to be 
winning the hearts of more than 65,000,000  
people every year. Our God is not only good. He is 
GREAT! He will NEVER be defeated! The gates of 
hell will never defeat the Church. You are on the 
winning team! Yours is the better Trinity! 

on ‘Pastoral Survival Skills’ at the Hope Bible Institute in 
Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan (N. Iraq). 
   While all of this is taking place, Eileen is at home 
managing preparations for our upcoming move to Iowa. 
In answer to your prayers, our house is now under 
contract and scheduled to close by March 29. That’s 
when we begin our very own ‘wilderness wanderings.’ 
Our new Iowa home is set to close on June 6. By God’s 
grace we plan to spend a full month of our ‘homeless’ 
time together ministering in Rwanda. We will also visit 
our children and spend time with Eileen’s parents. As 
you pray for us, please know that in spite of these 

changes, we have not slowed down the ministry at all. We are continuing on pace! This is merely 
the latest chapter in our adventure together. We have experienced many things in ministry. We are 
continually blessed, frequently overwhelmed, but never ever are we bored.  

Our 2023 Matching Challenge 
drive is off to a great start with two 
generous gifts totaling $11,500! 
The challenge is to match these 
gifts for a total of $23,000 or more! 
Every gift will be used to help train 
more leaders more effectively 
throughout 2023. If you would like 
to participate and help support this 
strategic ministry, please follow 
the instructions below! 

Matching Challenge 2023 
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