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Our Itinerary

Feb 28-March 3: Global
Training Network Leader-
ship Gathering, Phoenix

March 2-5: Bible Confer-
ence, Calvary Baptist
Church, Wickenburg, AZ

March 9: First Baptist
Church, Page, AZ

March 16: Ponderosa Bible

Church, Payson, AZ

April 24-May 16: Rwanda
Ministry

May 17-25: Cameroon
Ministry
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Those Maddening March Moments

"God created March in case eternity should
prove too brief." So wrote Patrick McManus,
one of my favorite authors. It's an almost
Shakespearean bit of hyperbole describing a
month that seems (at least to McManus) to
last at least a thousand days. In March, the
beauty of winter's first snow is reduced to
dirty ice in the gutters.
The warm, fun-filled days
of summer are a mere
dream. In their place,
March offers only raw
wind rattling through
barren trees—for at least
a thousand days.

I'm reminded of this
because it seems to me
that life gives us a lot of

matter the nature of the struggle, we long
for a future where that pain is behind us.
Sometimes we go through slow transitions
in which everything seems to be in limbo
with no end in sight. As Eileen says, "You
just can't rush limbo." There are also
seasons in which NO change takes place
and the routine of
life becomes tedious
and tiresome. You
feel stifled and long
for something new.
It's like March to
McManus.

When life seems to
be going nowhere
fast, it is possible to
survive and even
thrive. | have three

maddening "March mo-
ments." Think about it. How many times
have you longed desperately for some
difficult circumstance to change? There are
many such situations. In times of trial, no

Match Madness

The time has come for our annual Matching Fund Challenge. It's Match
Madness! One of our wonderful partners has once again made a signifi-
cant donation of $7500 to help Eileen and | carry on our work of training
pastors and Christian leaders in the majority world! They have challenged
the rest of us to go beyond our regular support and match this special
gift. This challenge began March 1 and runs through May 31. We need
your help! We are adding a fifth country to our itinerary this year. As we

increase our travel,

the cost of travel

is also rising due to

inflation. All of this makes us grateful to God and to you for your faithful

financial partnership. If you can
give even a small gift, we would be
so grateful. Details can be found in
the giving section of this news-
letter. Let’s rise to the challenge of
Match Madness and fully fund this
productive ministry for 2025. =<

suggestions when you are in a March
moment.

Talk to God. Complaining is natural and
even biblical, provided we do it the right
way. The Psalms are full of complaints, and
there is a whole book in the Bible called,
"Lamentations!" However, the biblical
examples offered in these books teach us to
DIRECT OUR COMPLAINTS TO GobD. King David
put it right out there. "How long, O
LORD? Will you forget me forever? How
long will you hide your face from me? How
long must | wrestle with my thoughts and
every day have sorrow in my heart?" (Psalm
13:1) In his great pain, Job was quick to take
his lament to God. "Therefore, | will not
restrain my mouth; | will speak in the
anguish of my spirit; | will complain in the
bitterness of my soul...l loathe my life;
| would not live forever. Leave me alone, for
my days are a breath.” (Job 7:11, 16)
Venting the anguish of your soul to God
does not mean you have weak faith.

Neither Job nor David were spiritual weak-
(Continued on page 2)
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lings. Rather, taking your pain to God can be
an avenue to renewed hope, AS LONG AS IT
CONTAINS A REHEARSAL OF WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT
GOD'S CHARACTER. "But | trust in your unfailing
love." (Psalm 13:5) "But this | call to mind and
therefore | have hope: The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come
to an end; they are new every morning; great
is your faithfulness.” (Lam. 3:21-23) Lament to
God can provide an exit ramp from the cycle
of complaining by lifting our eyes
from our troubles so that we can
be reassured again by God's
character.

Remember the unseen. The
fact that you don't see God acting
does not mean that He is inactive.
When Joseph was unjustly
enslaved, accused, and impris-
oned, he didn't know that God
was preparing to make him the
prime-minister of all Egypt where
he would save his entire family
and all of Egypt from starvation.
When Job lost his wealth, his health, and his
children, he had no clue that God was using
him to demonstrate essential spiritual truths
to the whole angelic realm and future genera-
tions of believers. When David was anointed
by Samuel to be King, he had no idea that it
would be nearly 15 years before he actually
began to reign. Nor, as he fled from Saul,
could he know that one day the Savior of the
world would be called "the son of David." We
may not have stories as spectacular as these,
but these exist to teach us that we can only
see a small percentage of what God is actually

Ministry Partnership

doing. So, when there is nothing to be seen
but more of the same, try to remember that
there is a much bigger picture than you can
see. God is at work. Believe it.

Change Your Focus. Too often we uncon-
sciously tie God's character to our circum-
stances. It is easy to believe He is good when
the sky is full of rainbows; but when life
seems stuck we start to wonder about wheth-
er His love is really steadfast after all. Waiting
can be a school teaching us to
separate our changing circum-
stances from God's changeless
character. Since God seems to be
withholding something for which
you long, shift your attention
from that frustrating circum-
stance to God Himself. Refocus
your longing from the physical to
the spiritual. Ask God for a clos-
er, more trusting relationship
with Him. In March moments we
usually feel distant from God.
We wonder whether He hears
our prayers or will keep His promises. Waiting
provides a perfect opportunity to change our
weakness and doubt to stronger trust.
Eventually, life tends to move forward. If you
have shifted your focus away from longing for
that change toward longing for God, a far
more important change will have transpired:
a change within your heart and soul. With
THIS change, you will find a growing satisfac-
tion in life regardless of circumstances. In the
meantime you can learn to say, “The Lord is
my strength and my shield; in him my heart
trusts, and | am helped” (Ps. 28:7). =<
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Your financial partnership is essential as we carry out our God given ministry.
Please follow the instructions below or on the enclosed response card (US mail version).

“Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account...
And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:17, 19)

You may give online at:

gtn.org/edmondson

Under “Ministry Designation” select
“Bob and Eileen Edmondson (435),” or
“Edmondson Matching Gift (43502)” (type in
“Matching” and that selection will appear), or
“Books for Kurdistan (43503).”

Support also accepted at:

Global Training Network
PO Box 6507
Peoria, AZ 85385

Please include a note indicating that your gift
is preferenced for the Edmondsons #435, or
“Edmondson Matching Gift #43502,”
or “Books for Kurdistan #43503".

Please call GTN at 623-217-3867 if you need any assistance.

Our Praises &
Prayer Requests

® Praise God for productive
ministry in the Philippines
in January.

® Praise God | was blessed to
grant 10 Timothy Trainer
certificates to our students
in Cauayan, Philippines.

® Praise God for
in traveling.

safety

® Please pray for our travel
schedule in 2025 (involving
5 countries).

® Please pray for our plans
for new ministry training in
Cameroon!

® Please pray for our Match-
ing Challenge drive begin-
ning in March.

Please visit our
website:

www.inhisgriponline.org



gtn.org/edmondson
http://www.inhisgriponline.org/

