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Our Itinerary

April 6: Floris Baptist
Church, Floris, 1A

May 1-May 17: Rwanda
Ministry

May 18-27: Cameroon
Ministry

June 26-July 19: Philippines
Ministry

Abiding In Christ

The concept of 'abiding in Christ' can be
elusive. People speak of it in such exalted,
spiritual tones that one is tempted to ask, "Yes,
but what does this mean in practical terms?
What exactly IS abiding? How do you do it?" |
want to share what | hope are some useful
insights. John 15:4 begins with
a simple command, "Abide in
me..." | believe that following
this instruction involves at
least two areas of growth.

Abiding involves spiritual
determination. The word
"abide" comes from the Greek
word "meno" which means to
"stay" or "dwell." Our English word "remain"
comes ultimately from this same original root.
In plain language, the command to abide in
Christ is a basic instruction to remain in Him.
Problem: once a person becomes a Christian
he/she is eternally secure. How then should we
understand a command to remain in Christ?

salvation. When you were saved you chose
Christ. Then one day you discovered in
Ephesians 1:4 that you were "chosen before
the foundation of the world." So, which is it?
Did you choose Him or did He choose you? Yes!
Both are true and valid. In exactly this same
way, as a believer, you are
now kept in your salvation by
the power of God's hand
(John 10:28-29). You will
never lose your salvation, yet
you are still commanded to
"abide (remain) in me" (John
15:4). God's powerful work
safeguarding your salvation is
real, but it does not take away your responsibility
to wake up each day and choose to serve
Christ. So, at its most basic level, abiding in
Christ involves a continual spiritual
determination to go on walking with Jesus. As
your spiritual life grows, however, you discover

This is the great paradox of our

that abiding in Christ goes much deeper.
(Continued on page 2)
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In recent days one
of our most pro-
ductive fields of
ministry, Rwanda,
has become much
more difficult
and thorny. As
Paul wrote, "..for
a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there
are many adversaries" (I Corinthians 16:9). First, the Rwandan
government has closed thousands of churches in an attempt to
root out prosperity gospel preachers and other fraudsters
rampant in Africa. The government has set up minimum stand-
ards by which a church may be recognized as legitimate. These
standards are not theologically driven. They involve pastors
having a minimum level of education from some
recognized institution, and church buildings meeting minimum
safety codes. Unfortunately this wide net has shut down thousands
of legitimate, theologically sound churches, including church
plants that don't yet have a public building, and churches
whose pastors lack theological degrees. We have reluctantly
canceled one of our most successful works there because the
host church has been forced to close. The second challenge to

Pray For Rwanda

our work comes from an ongoing dispute between Rwanda and
its neighbor, DR Congo. The nature and causes of this
dispute are complex. However, this conflict has created instability
in key regions of Rwanda resulting in a level 4 "do not travel"
warning from the U.S. State Department, and a reluctance on the
part of Rwandan pastors to gather there. The result: a
series of training events in northern Rwanda long in the planning
are now on indefinite
hold. In the past, | have
spent up to 4 weeks at a
time in Rwanda. | am
now down to two and
one of those groups is
about to conclude its
training with no plans
for a second group in
that area. On the bright
side, we are in the
process of upgrading our training to

include outcome
measurements to satisfy educational requirements in Rwanda.
This should result eventually in a high demand for our training.
In the meantime, we covet your prayers for this productive

region of ministry. May God make a way! ==
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Abiding In Christ (conca)

Abiding involves relational desire. It is more than
a call to duty. The command to abide in Christ is a
call to a deeply satisfying relationship with God.
Jesus' analogy of the vine and branches (John 15:4-
11) is a great word picture. God is the vine. We are
the branches. The branches need a strong connec-
tion with the vine in order to bear fruit, which is
their very reason for existence. Without that
connection, there is no fruit. In fact, there is no life.
However, the stronger the connection to the vine,
the more alive and fruitful the branch
becomes. In the same way, it is
our connection with Christ which
gives us life. Without Him we are
spiritually dead; but once our
connection to Him is secure—
the stronger it becomes—the more we are filled
with Christ's life. Our lives begin to bear the fruit of
the spirit. We do His work more effectively and
joyously. Our lives are more satisfying to us and
more glorifying to Him. Fruitful branches are the
whole reason the vine exists. In the same way, a
satisfying and fruitful life on the part of believers is
somehow at the core of God's being. As John Piper
put it, "God is most glorified in us when we are
most satisfied in Him." So, it turns out that abiding
is not just about a determination to remain in Christ,
but a relational desire to grow closer to Him.

Consider a human analogy. When a person gets

We are the branch,
He is the vine.

Matching Challenge
Update

Our annual Matching Challenge is off to a great
start! This challenge is all about funding our
expanding training events in 5 countries this year!
As of this writing The Edmondson Matching Fund
for 2025 stands at $19,336.00! We are grateful
for your generosity. We have two months to go in
this challenge and are praying that this fund will
reach $30,000 before we are done. May God

bless you as you bless others!

OB A R A OR
married, he/she vows to remain (abide) in
that marriage. This is not just a vow to avoid
divorce. No. The vow assumes you will do the
relational work necessary for a satisfying, life-
long relationship. It is a vow to stick with the
marriage on a daily basis! It is a vow to
remain in a discussion until misunderstandings
are ironed out. It is a vow to stick with the
practices of encouragement, understanding,
and forgiveness. It is a vow to never give up
on the desire to figure one another out. It is a
vow to keep growing in relational intimacy.
Investing yourself through these daily
relational disciplines is
what makes the marriage
grow. This effort makes
abiding in the marriage not
only possible, but highly
desirable. In the same way, abiding in Christ
involves daily commitment to seek a closer
relationship with Him. Abiding means reading
the gospels so that you can know about the
mind and heart of Jesus. Abiding means that
in prayer you not only seek God's hand of
provision, you also seek His face
because you want to go beyond knowing
about Him to actually knowing Him! Abiding
means deliberately yielding to the Holy Spirit
who will transform you to reflect the image of
Christ (2 Cor 3:18). Abiding means that the
more you see of Jesus over time, the more
you desire to be like Him and to be with Him
(Phil 1:23). The strength of your bond with
Christ becomes central in your life. Abiding may
begin with discipline, but it grows to become
passion. A recent worship service brought
tears to my eyes as the congregation sang,

You're the way the truth and the life.
You're the well that never runs dry.

I'm the branch and You are the vine!
Draw me close and teach me to abide!

Be my strength, my song in the night.
Be my all, my treasure, my prize!

I am Yours! Forever Your mine!
Draw me close and teach me to abide! =<

Your financial partnership is essential as we carry out our God given ministry.
Please follow the instructions below or on the enclosed response card (US mail version).

“Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account...
And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:17, 19)

You may give online at:

gtn.org/edmondson

Under “Ministry Designation” select
“Bob and Eileen Edmondson (435),” or
“Edmondson Matching Gift (43502)” (type in
“Matching” and that selection will appear), or
“Books for Kurdistan (43503).”

Please call GTN at 623-217-3867 if you need any assistance.

Support also accepted at:

Global Training Network
PO Box 6507
Peoria, AZ 85385

Please include a note indicating that your gift
is preferenced for the Edmondsons #435, or
“Edmondson Matching Gift #43502,”
or “Books for Kurdistan #43503".
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Our Praises &
Prayer Requests
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® Please pray for our upcom-
ing ministry in Cameroon.

® Please pray
challenges facing
Rwanda ministry.

about
our

® Please pray for believers in
the Myanmar / Thailand
earthquake.

® Praise God His active Holy
Spirit is  progressively
transforming our lives.

® Praise God for a great

start on our Matching
Fund Drive.

® Praise God for meetings
with  our  wonderful
supporters in Arizona.

Please visit our
website:

www.inhisgriponline.org



gtn.org/edmondson
http://www.inhisgriponline.org/

