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In His Grip 
January has a funny way of talking to us. The calendar flips, 

the air feels a little cleaner, and suddenly we hear the whisper, 
possibly from the Holy Spirit: “You could try again.” New year, 
fresh start, blank page. But there's a little problem: If we’re 
honest, many of us step into January carrying the weight of 
last year’s failures, unfinished promises, and moments we 
wish we could redo. 

The Bible contains some thoughts about starting again that 
never grow old. 

Take Peter in John 21. If anyone had a reason to think he was 
finished, it was him. This is the same Peter who boldly said 
he’d die for Jesus—and then denied Him three times. Loudly. 
Publicly. Painfully. When the rooster crowed, Peter knew  
exactly what he’d done. Failure wasn’t theoretical; it had a 
sound—an ugly one. 

So when we meet Peter again in John 21, it's not surprising 
where he is: back to fishing. Back to what he knew before the 
calling, before the miracles, before the promises. That seems 
to often be our instinct as well. When we fail, we retreat. We 
go back to what feels safe and familiar. 

But Jesus doesn’t leave Peter there. 
Instead, the risen Lord shows up on the shore at dawn. He 

cooks breakfast. (Let that sink in—resurrection power, and 
He’s flipping fish.) Around a charcoal fire—the same kind of 
fire where Peter denied Him—Jesus gently restores Peter, not 

Starting Again 

with a lecture, but with a 
question: “Do you love 
me?” Three times. One 
for each denial. 

Jesus doesn’t say, 
“Peter, let’s review your 
mistakes.” He says, “Feed 
my sheep.” In other 
words: You’re not done. 
Let's start again. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Where in the World Is Bob This Month? 
As already noted, it is January, 

the beginning of a new year, 
our 17th year working with 
Global Training Network train-
ing pastors and Christian lead-
ers in the Majority world. We 
have our goals and hopes for 
the new year firmly in place as 
we launch out again by visiting 
the Philippines.  

My first classes occur in  
Mindanao where I am finishing 
our Timothy Training with one 
group at the New Heights 

Christian Fellowship in  
Davao. I am also continuing 
that same training with a 
second group in North 
Cotabato. Since I am  
visiting both places within 
the span of a week, training 
is going on at an accelerated 
pace: long days of teaching 
followed by short evenings 
writing reports, newsletters, 
and other material. God is 
blessing this work. Already 

(Continued on page 2) 

Our ItineraryY 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Jan 8-26: Philippine  
ministry  

Feb 8: Sonoita Bible Church 

Feb 15: First Baptist Church, 
Duncan, AZ 

Feb 22: Maranatha Baptist 
Church, Globe, AZ 

Feb 20-23: GTN Leadership 
Gathering  

March 12-26: Northern Iraq 

March 26-28: Doha, Qatar 

April 12: Grace Church, 
Chino Valley, AZ 

April 19: First Baptist 
Church, Nogales, AZ  

May 10: Floris Baptist 
Church, Floris, IA 
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Ministry Partnership  
Your financial partnership is essential as we carry out our God given ministry. 

Please follow the instructions below or on the enclosed response card (US mail version). 
 

 “Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account...  
And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:17, 19) 

Please call GTN at 623-217-3867 if you need any assistance. 

You may give online at: 

gtn.org/edmondson  

Under “Ministry Designation” select  
“Bob and Eileen Edmondson (435)” or  

“Books for Kurdistan (43503).”  

Support also accepted at: 

Global Training Network 
PO Box 6507 

Peoria, AZ 85385 

Please include a note indicating that your gift 
is preferenced for the Edmondsons #435 or 

“Books for Kurdistan #43503”. 

Please visit our 
website: 

 

www.inhisgriponline.org 

 

Starting Again (cont’d) 

habit, broke the promise, lost the momen-
tum. Maybe you’re standing in January think-
ing, I should be further along by now. Peter 
could have said the same thing. Instead, he 
met Jesus on a beach and discovered that 
grace specializes in restarts. 

    So here’s the good news for 
this new year: you’re allowed to 
begin again. You’re allowed to 
lace up your shoes, shake off the 
dust, and rejoin the race. Fix 
your eyes on Jesus—not on your 
past, not on your failures, not on 

how many times you’ve tried before. 
Because the One who met Peter at dawn is 

still in the business of second chances. And 
third ones. And new beginnings that don’t 
depend on our perfection, but on His  
faithfulness. 

Welcome to January. Let’s start again—and 
this time, let’s not give up. 

There is a beautiful truth in the heart of the 
gospel of grace: When you belong to Jesus, 
failure is real, but it’s not final. 

January brings up this truth in a practical 
way. A new year doesn’t magically erase the 
past, but it does offer a fresh invitation: to 
begin again with grace. Not pre-
tending we didn’t mess up—but 
believing that God will still work 
with us where we are. 

Hebrews 12:1–2 captures this 
beautifully. It tells us to “throw off 
everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles, and run with per-
severance the race marked out for us, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus.” Notice it doesn’t say run a 
perfect race. It just says run with perseverance. 
Keep going. Don't give up. Don’t quit. 

Sometimes the bravest spiritual act isn’t 
starting strong—it’s starting again. Maybe 
last year you drifted. Maybe you dropped the 

Where in the World Is Bob This Month? (cont’d) 

Bob & Eileen  
BobE@gtn.org 

 EileenE@gtn.org 

Our Praises & 
Prayer Requests 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

• Praise God for record 
giving in 2025. 

• Praise God for a good 
start on a major writing 
project. 

• Praise God for strong 
fruit among our students 
in 2025. 

• Please pray for my on-
going ministry in the  
Philippines this month. 

• Please pray for our 2026 
training events in the  
Philippines, Rwanda, Qatar, 
Cameroon,  and Kurdistan. 

• Please pray for wisdom 
in managing our sched-
ules in 2026. 

we have reports of our students leading 18 
people to Christ as they carry out their action 
plans. They have launched 4 Bible study 
groups, have repeated our training with 
about 100 additional leaders, and,  
significantly, have developed some new and 
interesting teaching materials to help make 
their lesson presentations more effective! 
Pretty good results from a class on Teaching 
the Christian Faith! Mindanao may offer still 
more results before we're done here. My 
second week will take me to the Visayan  
Island of Negros Oriental where I'm teaching 
theology to students at the Berean Bible  
Institute. These young scholars (Most are 

aged 17-25.) are just at the beginning of a 
lifetime of ministry, and I am privileged to 
help them lay a theological foundation and 
framework which will guide and support 
them all of their lives. I love being a mentor 
to these eager young minds. It feels as if they 
are all my children as I offer them Biblical 
teaching and occasionally some advice from 
things I have learned through hard experience. 
I will return to the States on January 26 to  
prepare for our early February trek to  
Arizona where we will visit some of our partner 
churches and attend the GTN Leadership Gather-
ing. If we are running a race, as the Bible says, 
we are off to a good start this year! 

gtn.org/edmondson
http://www.inhisgriponline.org/

